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Fairfield County In
The Revolution

Prior to and during the Eevolu-
tionary War, Fairfield County
■wag a part of Craven County, of
the royal province of South Caro
lina. Winnsboro, wasi the head-

- quarters of Lord Oornwallis from
October 1780 to January 1781, af
ter the defeat tof Ferguson at
ikings Mountain, when he retreat
ed from Charlotte. The British
General was so delighted with the
country around Wimnsbtiiro, that
he exclaimed, "What fair fields!"
After the Revolution, it becanie
part of Camden District, and ia
1798 wag made into the present
county of Fairfield, receiving its
name because of the words of
Lord Cornwallis.

Two battles, Or skirmishes, of
the Revolutionary War took place
in Fairfield County, namely those

of Mobley Meeting House and
Dutchman's Creek.

The first was that of Mobley
Meeting House, in the year 1780.
This year was a dark period fo^r
the patriots of Carolina. Charles
ton surrendered On the 12th of
May, and General Lincoln and the
American army became prisoners
of war. This success was follow
ed up by vigorous movements. One
expedition secured the important
post of Ninety Six; another se
cured the country bordering on the
Savannah; and Lord Cornwallis
passed the Santee and took
Georgetown.
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The British line ran thru the
present counties of Chesterfield,
Kershaw, Fairfield, Newberry and
Abbeville. They held quiet pos
session of all the State to the
south and east of that line. The
Provincial Congress had determin-

' ed to organize a military force of
3 regiments. The province was
then divided into 12 military dis
tricts, one of which was Oamden,
embracing the country between
Lynch's Creek and the Congaree,
the present counties lof Richland,
Kershaw, Sumter, Fairfield and
Chester.

Armed garrisong were posted
throughout the state, which lay at
the mercy of the conquerors, to
over-awe the inhabitants and se
cure a return to their allegiance.

For several weeks all military
opposition ceased; and it was the
boast of Sir Henry Clinton that
here, at least, the American Rev
olution was ended. It was his
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plan after conquering the South, i
to carry his campaign to the
North. A proclamation was issued,
denouncing vengeance on all who
should dare appear in arms, save
under the royal authority, and of
fering pardon, with few excep
tions, to those who would acknow
ledge it and accept British protec
tion. The great majority of the
people, believing resistance una
vailing and hopeless, took the of
fered protection, while those who
refused absolute submission, were
exiled Oi- imprisoned.

That there were great differ
ences of. sentiment in regard to
the Revolution, even among the
people of the Low Country of
iSouth Carolina, has abundantly
appeared in the pages of history.
Friends and families were divided
in opinion as to its cause, and still
more so in regard to the course of
events which had followed result
ing in the Declaration of Inde
pendence. But these differences
in the Low Country had caused lit
tle bloodshed by native Carolinians
at the hands of each other. Few of
the Tories in that section took up
arms against their fellow country
men. In the new field of war, alas,
the people who had not been in
terested in the questions Whtch
brought on the trouble were tx>
fight everyone against his broth
er, and everyone against his neigh
bor, and the most dreadful inter
necine strife was now to rage
throughout the country beyond the
falls of the rivers. The Scotchmen
in Charleston, especially the
Scotch merchants, had almost un
animously opposed the Revolution
and so had the many Scotch trad
ers in the Piedmont region. The
Scotchmen in Charleston, however
contented themselves with passive
resistance to the Revolutionary
partv until the fall of the town,
and then did little more than con
gratulate Sir Henry Clinton upon
his victory over their _ rebellious
fellow townsmen. But in the Up
Country, they rose with the ad-

i  vance of the British, arid with her
oism and determination took part
in the War.

The fact is recorded that the m-
habitants of York District never
gave their paroles, noj. accepted
protection as British subjects; pre
ferring resistance and exile to
subjection and inglorious peace.
A few individuals who were ex
cepted from the benefits of the
proclamation, with others in whose
breasts the love of liberty was un
conquerable, sought refuge m
North Carolina. They were fol
lowed by the Whigs of York, Ches
ter, Fairfield, and some other dis-
tricts bordering" on that iState, who
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